
Butterwick Hospice 
Care was founded by 
Mary Butterwick OBE.
In 1944 aged 19 Mary married John 
Butterwick and life continued happily 
until 1979 when he died suddenly 
from cancer. When John was 
diagnosed at the age of 54 Mary was 
told to go home and try and forget 
her husband as there was nothing 
she could do for him. Instead Mary 
sat down and planned a house where 
dying people and their families could 
go to be cared for, with a kind word 
and home-cooked meal.

Soon after Mary decided to sell 
her own home and set her sights 
on buying a three storey Victorian 
semi in Hartburn Lane, Stockton. 
The John Butterwick Day Centre 
opened in 1984 but with debts 
from all the renovations, it took 
another six months of fundraising 
before they could apply for and be 
awarded charity status later that year. 
Since then the Hospice has moved 
premises twice, with its current 
home a purpose built Hospice 
which opened on 22nd July 1997. As 
well as the Butterwick Hospice and 
Butterwick House Children’s Hospice, 
the site also has a dedicated facility 
specifically for young people up to 25 
years. Butterwick Hospice at Bishop 
Auckland provides day care and  

other services to communities across 
the Durham Dales and Sedgefield.

In 2002, Mary’s tireless devotion to 
the care of the terminally ill earned 
her an OBE. A year later, Mary was 
granted the Freedom of the Borough 
of Stockton. Mary, whose strong 
Christian faith was her constant 
inspiration through good and bad 
times, was also a regular visitor to 
her Hospices right up until her death 
in September 2015. Mary passed 
away aged 91 in Butterwick Hospice 
Stockton.

Today Butterwick Hospice has strong 
ties with the Butterwick family and 
Mary’s granddaughter Karen & 
grandson Stephen along with their 
partners are four of our ambassadors 
(pictured below).

Mary Butterwick OBE (1924-2015) 
A Life of faith, love, vision and determination
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Aged 19, Mary 
marries John 
Butterwick.

Butterwick Hospice 
opens its doors 
for the first time 
in Hartburn Lane, 
Stockton.

New, purpose-built 
£1.2m Hospice 
opens next door 
to the University 
Hospital of North 
Tees.

Mary is given an 
honorary Master of 
Science degree at 
Teesside University. 
She is also awarded 
the Freedom of 
Stockton.

Butterwick Hospice 
has grown to provide 
day care, 10 adult 
beds and 6 children 
beds. A Day Care is 
opened in Bishop 
Auckland with 
outreach centres in 
Sedgefield,Stanhope 
& Bishop Auckland.
Plus  a team of 
palliative care nurses 
at home is funded.

Mary’s biography 
- Every Moment 
Counts - A Life of 
Mary Butterwick - is 
published.

Butterwick House 
Hospice for babies, 
children and young 
people celebrates its 
21st birthday.

Butterwick 
Hospice 
at Bishop 
Auckland 
celebrate 25 
years.

Mary Wood is born 
in Manchester, 
the fourth of five 
children.

In 1979 John 
suddenly dies of 
cancer, aged 54.

Move to Bishopton 
Road, Stockton, 
formerly St Paul’s 
Convent, to create 
an in-patient service.

The children’s 
Hospice opens.

Mary is awarded 
an OBE for services 
to the Hospice 
movement.

Mary passes 
away, aged 91, in 
Butterwick Hospice.

Butterwick Hospice 
Care celebrates 
serving the 
community for 35 
years.

Mary’s timeline

The Butterwick Family
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